AQCA Monthly Membership Meeting Notes 

Thursday, September 20, 2007, 7:30 pm (Classical)


There was no guest speaker this evening.  Members were welcomed back after the summer and people touched base about recent and upcoming neighborhood projects. 


Robert Louder announced the recent approval of 3 new Board Members, following the resignations of Mike Tuckey, Robert Holbrook, and Irwin Deutsch.  Robert Glasgow is the new Vice President, following Robert Louder’s promotion to President.  Steve Baribeau will be assuming the Chair of the Program Committee, and Maggie Tucker will chair the Membership Committee. 

I. AQCA Home Tour
The home tour did not attract as many people as hoped.  People felt that this was due to poor weather, light publicity, and a somewhat late start on the planning process.  Bob expressed a hope that the tour could be better coordinated with the Mattoon St. activities next year, and that we could start much earlier on the planning/publicity. 
II.  General publicity

The group discussed a need for better publicity of monthly membership meetings.  In the past, Irwin D. would create and distribute flyers before each meeting.  There was agreement that more people need to be involved in the distribution, and that we should reach out to more media sources. 

III.   Fall Meetings

Robert L. has arranged for a mayoral candidate debate to take place at Classical on Wednesday, October 17, at 7:00 pm.  Both Mayor Ryan and D. Sarno have committed to participate.  The meeting will be open to all members of the public, and will be primarily a Q+A session.  
Robert is also in the process of pulling together City Council candidates for a debate on Thursday, October 25th at 7:00 (also at Classical).  

IV.   Summer Concert Series


The Board has agreed to bring back the “Wednesdays in the Park” summer evening concert series (4 concerts in August, most likely).  Robert L. has confirmed with Joe Carvalho of the Springfield Museums that the series can take place at the Quadrangle.  Joe will arrange for at least one of the Museums to stay open late, and the Central Library is open until 8:00 on Wednesdays.  AQCA will apply for a grant from the Springfield Cultural Council to cover the musicians’ fees.
V.  Community Improvements


Carol Costa reported on several issues that she and her committee members have been working on. Her recent dealings with the City Office of Housing have been productive, despite the departure of Kathleen Lingenberg.  The City is moving forward on 2 problem sites in our neighborhood – the demolition of Shannon’s Pub is underway, and they have also committed to “secure” the property at 31 Salem Street.  Carol met recently with Edgar Alejandro of WMECO and Ed Chwalek of the Springfield DPW, to tour the neighborhood.  There has been an ongoing issue with the neglect of the decorative lighting installed by WMECO several years ago.  WMECO supposedly committed to maintaining these fixtures at the time, but has not followed through, and now we are faced with many broken, dirty, and dim lights.  Edgar A. is looking into this matter, and Carol is hoping for some sort of resolution within a few weeks.  The DPW expresses a renewed commitment to sidewalk repair, and Ed C. encouraged Carol to send in complaints of specific areas.  The DPW will supposedly respond quickly, but most likely with an asphalt patch – NOT a full repair job.  
There has been no news on the delayed renovation of Armoury Park.  
Also no news on Tech High.
Carol has been unable to make contact with Darryl Schwartz, the owner of the Spring Street Drug building.  CVS will be vacating the property within several weeks, and relocating to the new location on State Street.  The AQCA Board has been hoping to contact Mr. Schwartz to express hope that a deli/grocery/café type business be strongly considered for the spot.  Apparently many of the Spring Street employees have been lobbying for the same.  
For more details on any of these matters, please contact the AQCA Office.

Anna Brandenburg

AQCA Secretary

