June 5, 2007  7:00 pm, 122 Chestnut St.

Neighborhood Meeting

Re: El-Rincon Restaurant

 About 20 people from the neighborhood attended, including most AQCA Officers and several Mattoon St. Assoc. Officers.

Pedro Gonzalez and his business partner Domingo were introduced by their lawyer, Thomas Rooke.

 Mr. Gonzalez’ plan is to open a restaurant called El-Rincon at the former site of Spano’s (137 Chestnut) on Apremont Triangle. 

· proposes to be open for breakfast (open at about 9:00), lunch, and dinner.

· Proposes to serve Caribbean – style food – a sample menu from the former El-Rincon was provided. 

· Plans to lease the adjacent storefront (where the seafood place tried to open) and operate it as a bakery.

· Plans to offer take-out from the restaurant, which will be picked up at the bakery.

· would like the option of remaining open until 2:00, but claims his interest is not in running a bar, rather, a comfortable place where people can eat, listen to lite music, relax after work and such.  Interested in catering to an “older” crowd.   

· May have live music at times with NO amplification

· Does not plan any structural changes to the site.

· Believes that the restaurant could seat about 60 people, and the bar can seat 14.

· Both Pedro and Domingo plan to be on-site managers.

 Mr. Gonzalez has been a Springfield resident since 1982 and owns a condo at the Kimball (rents it out).  He says that he has long had an interest in contributing to the revitalization of Downtown.  He owns (?)  3 other businesses in Springfield, and is the former owner of the El-Rincon Restaurant at 1295 Worcester St. in Indian Orchard.  

Current businesses are :

(I am unclear now on Pedro's exact connection with each of these and have called Attny Rooke for clarification)

El Pilon Restaurant and Banquet Hall, 622 Carew (corner of Armory)  732-8900 – Caribbean fare

Gonzalez Grocery, 380 Plainfield St (Baystate Health Building, across from Chestnut Middle School)

MJ’s Pizza, 955 Worthington (I’m not 100% sure of this one, but I’m almost positive they said 955 Worthington).

 Neighborhood residents were impressed with the ideas put forth by Mr. Gonzalez but expressed their extreme hesitancy to support a potential bar in the neighborhood.  Mr. Gonzalez insisted that he is interested in running a quality establishment, and will not tolerate bad behavior.  He also said he would take responsibility for keeping the sidewalk and area surrounding the property clean.  When asked if he would want to pursue the restaurant plan if he knew that the neighborhood would not support the liquor license past 11:00 pm (at least not for the first year), Mr. Gonzalez was not sure, but said he would think about it.  Jeff Keck, executive director of the BID, suggested that if Mr. Gonzalez did pursue the late-night option, he would do well to offer to pay privately for 2 police officers from 10:30 to 2:30 am on Friday and Saturday nights. 

Jose Claudio, economic development officer of the New North Citizens Council, was present as a character witness for Mr. Gonzalez, and said that he is the “cream of the crop” when it comes to local Hispanic businessmen. 

After Mr. Gonzalez and his party left, there was general discussion and a vote was taken on whether the neighborhood should support the liquor license transfer.  Several people said they plan to visit Mr. Gonzalez’ other businesses.  After about 20 minutes of discussion, a vote was taken between these 2 options:

1)       Support the license transfer, with a requirement that the restaurant’s kitchen remain open until 9:00 pm, and that liquor be served only until 11:00 pm, with an understanding that the closing time could be re-visited after one year.

2)       Support the license transfer, allow the business to stay open until 2:00 am, but require that the owners pay for 2 police officers to patrol Apremont Triangle between the hours of 10:30 pm and 2:30 am. 

 The majority vote was for option #1.

AQCA will be submitting a letter on behalf of the neighborhood residents, which will express this opinion.

 Anyone interested in supporting this, or any other opinion on the matter, is encouraged to submit a letter to the License Commission, Room 318, City Hall, before the June 14 public hearing.  People are also encouraged to attend the June 14 hearing (5:30 pm, City Council Chambers) in person to voice their opinion.

 Notes submitted by Anna Brandenburg, 2007 AQCA secretary
