AQCA Monthly Membership Meeting Notes 

May 17, 2007, 7:00 pm (Kimball Towers, 140 Chestnut St.)


Guest Speaker:

Mayor Charles Ryan

Tonight’s meeting was an Open House / Celebration of the new AQCA Office at 140 Chestnut Street.  The event was held in the small ballroom, with refreshments provided by AQCA.  The Office was open for visitors.  There were 50-60 people in attendance, including the entire AQCA Board.
Guests mingled from 7:00 – 7:40, and no AQCA business was officially discussed. 

The evening’s guest speaker Mayor Charles Ryan was introduced by Mike Tuckey. 

1. The mayor began his remarks by announcing two bits of news from City Hall which affect the AQCA neighborhood:

2. There is a hearing scheduled for June 18 regarding the entertainment license for Apremont Triangle’s amazing.net.  There have been a number of complaints filed against the establishment.  The mayor encouraged anyone interested to attend and participate in the hearing. [location and exact time TBA – an email will go out to the AQCA elist when we have the details].

3. There is $90,000 of community development funds that has been set aside for improvements to Armoury Commons Park.  The funds become available July 1.  The mayor mentioned repairs to the park’s fountain as an obvious first step in revitalizing the park. 

The mayor acknowledged the recent re-paving of Pearl Street, and recognized the variety of challenges of living downtown. He mentioned a stronger license commission as one element that may lead to improvements downtown. 

The mayor shared some more general thoughts about the city as a whole, including his belief that the city is no longer in “terminal care” as it was 3 years ago.  He acknowledged some of our dedicated, honest, and effective new leaders (including David Panagore and Ed Flynn, who were both present). He highlighted the paramount importance of economic development, the need for a critical mass of people buying in / believing in the city, and specifically, the need for a bigger tax base.

1. Speaking about the Control Board, the mayor said that we can expect good news from Boston in the coming weeks.  New members of the Board will be announced, as well as a more focused mission for the Board.  The two main concerns of the Board are to be:

2. economic development with a well-defined plan

3. improvements to the school system

In summary, the mayor reminded us that we all need to share in the work of turning around the City.  He shared his hope that one day we can all look back and agree that it was “a privilege, and honor, and an adventure” to be involved at this critical juncture in the City’s history. 

Anna Brandenburg

AQCA Secretary

