AQCA Monthly Membership Meeting Notes 

June 21, 2007, 7:00 pm (122 Chestnut St.)


Guest Speaker:

Gerry McCafferty, Deputy Director of Homeless And Special Needs Housing for the City of Springfield
· I. Opening Remarks

· Bob Louder, AQCA Vice President, opened the meeting.  [Please note that Mike Tuckey has submitted his resignation, and Bob Louder will step up as President on July 1, 2007.  The Nominating Committee is in the process of finding nominees for Vice President].

· Several points of interest from Bob:

· Farmers Market is alive and well; don’t forget to head down between 10:00 and 3:00 every Friday.

· There is a zoning regulation hearing scheduled for June 25th at 7:30 pm regarding the State St. corridor.

· Community Improvements meeting Tuesday, June 26th at 5:30 pm (Classical Condos).

· AQCA will organize a Downtown Homes Tour for Sunday, Sept. 9 (Mattoon St. Festival weekend).  We are looking for people who may be willing to open their homes for the tour.  We will also need volunteers to sell tickets on Saturday and Sunday, and to help “monitor” the homes.  Please contact the AQCA Office if you can help!
II.  Guest Speaker

Gerry McCafferty has been in her current position since last summer, and is enthusiastic about the strides the City has made since then, regarding the homeless population in Springfield.  She came on board towards the end of a planning process that began in 2004, when it became obvious that the City was in a crisis (e.g. Tent City).  A coalition of service providers, homeless advocates, representatives of faith communities, and City officials came together at that time to figure out some new strategies.  One thing that was clear to all was that the City needed an expert individual to oversee the city’s policies and services, and any new projects that might be undertaken (Enter Gerry).  

· Gerry outlined for us some of the statistics in Springfield, and spoke to us about plans to try to “end homelessness” in the City.

· On an annual basis, about 12,000 – 14,000, or 500-600 families are homeless in Springfield.

· Only 20% of these people are “chronically” homeless.

· The majority of the chronically homeless have disability of some sort – physical and mental health problems and substance abuse issues. 

Gerry then spoke to us about the shift in philosophy of helping the chronically homeless – whereas it used to be standard to first offer treatment and later attempt to get people into housing, a more promising model that has found success over the past few years is “Housing First.”  People are placed in an appropriate level of housing (supportive or independent living, depending on their needs), and are made AWARE of support services, but their housing is not made contingent upon any sort of treatment.  While there has not been time yet for longitudinal studies on this model, preliminary data shows that over 80% of people are found to still be in housing after one year. The Housing First model has already been implemented in the City and is being expanded this year.  Housing vouchers for this program are similar to Section 8 vouchers, and are funded at the federal level.  

In addition to overhauling services for the chronically homeless, the City is also implementing programs to ensure that those who find themselves temporarily homeless can find alternative housing as quickly as possible. 

Gerry also updated us on plans for a new Homeless Resource Center (designed by Kerry Dietz), to be built adjacent to the current Friends of the Homeless Shelter on Worthington Ave.  This will include a Day Center, which the City is in dire need of.  On the premises will be healthcare services, and various housing and employment resources.  Groundbreaking for the new site could happen as early as this fall, depending on funding sources. 

While some of these improvements may sound expensive, a recent study undertaken by Baystate Medical Center found that on average, the “system” spends about $150,000 a year in healthcare services for one chronically homeless individual, because of dependence on the ER, and cycling through de-tox and other emergency services. 

In terms of preventing homelessness, one major step is a collaboration underway between Springfield, Holyoke, and Northampton, looking at sustainable development of affordable housing throughout the region. 

Gerry also updated us on the summer shelter situation, and the closing of the York Street Jail (see June 26 Republican article at

http://www.masslive.com/republican/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-1/118284821514080.xml&coll=1
As for the situation downtown, the City is in discussion with Open Pantry about ways to relocate their services, possibly including the Loaves and Fishes soup kitchen, to a new site on Extract Place (off Worthington Street).

III.  Other Business

Deputy Cochrane was present at the meeting, and expressed how anxious the police dept. is for the opening of the new Day Center on Worthington St.  There was also discussion about the policy of the current Warming Place shelter, where people can check in and out of the shelter throughout the night.  The police have found this to be a disruptive policy. 

Deputy Cochrane also encouraged neighborhood residents to contact him with any quality of life issues or other safety related issues.  wcochrane@springfieldpolice.net / 787-6340

Carol Costa reported on a recent meeting with Patrick Sullivan of the Parks Dept. – improvements to Armoury Common have been scheduled for the months of July and August (park will likely close down on July 1). 

Extensive landscaping is planned, new benches, repairs to the fountain and cobblestone.  Also, the statue “Reaching Woman” will be moved from its current location in Pynchon Park to the lawn at Armoury Common.  

Regarding the recent amazing.net hearing: apparently there are no documented violations from 2007, and the management reports that they have cleaned things up.  

For more details on any of these matters, please contact the AQCA Office.

Anna Brandenburg

AQCA Secretary

