Notes From Community Improvements Committee Meeting

 June 26, 2007

The following people were in attendance:  Carol Costa, Bob Holbrook, Dianne Little, Anna Brandenburg, Georgiana Hart, Mike Tuckey, Mary McNeill, Gerry Enright, Whiting Houston, Nancy Tofferi, Charlie Knight.

1.  Neighborhood Walk.  We will walk the neighborhood on Saturday, July 14, at 11:00 AM.  Meet in front of Classical.  The walk should take about an hour.  Afterward, we will have lunch available either at Classical or at the Kimball.  On the walk, we will identify any code violations, problems with building disrepair and poor maintenance, trash, problems with sidewalks, lights, etc.  The following people signed up at the last meeting to participate in a neighborhood walk:  Carol Costa, Dianne Little, Georgiana Hart, Rosemary Woods, Carol Rushby, Meg Irwin-Brandon, Robert Holbrook, Jerry Ray, Charles Knight, Whiting Houston, Chris Castellano, Nancy Tofferi, and Robert Louder.  If you are one of these individuals, please note the date and time.  Mary McNeill and Mike Tuckey also signed up to participate in the walk. 

2.  Contact property owners.  We will be contacting property owners after our walk if we have concerns about their property/business and also to invite them to participate in neighborhood improvements.  The following people signed up at our last meeting to contact property owners:  Robert Louder, Charles Knight, Gil Perron, Rosemary Woods, and Georgiana Hart.

3.  Code Enforcement.  There have been improvements at Temple Street and 281 State.  There continue to be concerns at Salem, Pearl, and Chestnut, as well as at the Triangle (especially the alleyway by Amazing.net).  Contact Carol – 636-9550 or carolonmac@aol.com if you have any code violations to report or general concerns about poor maintenance of certain properties.

There are repairs, work in progress, or planned repairs/renovations at 281 State Street, NES on Temple Street (Raipher Pellegrino seeking purchase), Verizon on Chestnut (to be Museum of Springfield History), Museum Park garage (demolition and reconstruction), 100 Pearl (slated for demolition), and former Shannon’s on Chestnut (slated for demolition).

4.  Police Issues.  Contact Deputy Chief Cochrane – 787-6340 or wcochrane@springfieldpolice.net.  Or (after daytime hours) contact the Captain on Duty – 787-6325.  Or the non-emergency # -- 787-6320.  Or 911 for critical or dangerous situations or crime in progress.

5.  El-Rincon restaurant at the Triangle.  A decision on a liquor license for the proposed establishment has been delayed because of nonpayment of taxes.  

    Amazing.net.  There are violations/license issues being considered at this time.

6.  Armoury Common (park at Spring/Pearl).  Renovations ($180,000) are scheduled for July/August.  The bust from Pynchon Park will be moved to the Armoury Common.  The fountain will be repaired, and numerous other major improvements will be made. Also, the city is considering plans for the currently closed Pynchon Park that would enclose that park and make it usable space for business.

It was suggested that AQCA should approach Armoury Commons apartments to discuss a cost-share with the city for playground equipment on the parcel of land that now is a tennis/basketball court.  Patrick Sullivan from the Parks Department suggested that the city would be very willing to participate in such a venture.

It was suggested that AQCA plan a Grand Reopening celebration of Armoury Common in conjunction with the Mattoon Arts festival and AQCA Home Tour in September.  

7.  Homeless.  Open Pantry’s Warming Place shelter at the York Street jail will close June 30 in advance of the demolition of the jail.  More beds at Friends of the Homeless (Worthington) and the Rescue Mission (Taylor) will be made available to service the homeless being displaced from the Warming Place.  Open Pantry has stated its intention to relocate the Warming Place at Old First Church, Court Square.  If people are concerned about those plans, please call the pastor, Thomas Gough, at 737-1411.  Other Open Pantry and FOH plans in progress include a new FOH building (with a large day center) and a proposal to move all Open Pantry services to Extract Place on Worthington Street.  The city hopes the meals program (Loaves and Fishes) can be relocated to that site on Extract Place.  There are indications that the Open Pantry is considering the sale of its office on State/School Streets.

It was suggested that AQCA should contact the city about saving the weathervane on top of the jail during demolition.

8.  State Street Alliance.  A one-year State Street overlay district was approved by the City Council that prohibits special permits and regulates designs of new construction (buffers, windows, parking).

9.  CVS/Spring Street Drugstore.  It was suggested that members of AQCA meet with Daryl Schwartz, owner of the property, to discuss the importance of appropriate reuse of the building after CVS closes at that location to move to a new building on State Street.

This was a great meeting with lots of positive discussion.  If you could not attend, these notes should be helpful.  If you are interested in attending the Neighborhood Walk on July 14, feel free to join us at 11:00 AM at Classical.  

If you have any questions or concerns or ideas, please contact Carol.

Carol Costa

636-9550

carolonmac@aol.com

