HAPPENINGSAT THE LIBRARY

Research a Grant at the Springfield Library

The Springfield City Library isnow acooperating
Collection of the Foundation Center. Formerly known
as the Western Mass. Funding Resource Center hosted
by the Roman Cathloic Diocese of Springfield, the
Collection is now housed at the Central Library at 220
State Street.

Beginning in April, introductory tutorialsto The
Foundation Directory Online will be offered as part of
the Library’sHiTech@theL ibrary computer class
schedule. Thefirst classwill be on Thursday, April 19
from 10 to11:30am in the Central Library Computer
Lab.

For moreinformation, visit
http://www.springfieldlibrary.org/nonprofits.html.

The Foundation Center Cooperating Collectionis
available to the public during all open hours of the
Central Library

WQCA

140 Chestnut Street
Springfield, MA 01103

Library Targets Baby Boomer Volunteers

The Library hasreceived a $12,700 grant from the Massa-
chusetts ServiceAlliance (MSA) as part of MSA’s Baby
Boomer-PlusVolunteer Initiative. The Library will be
using these grant fundsto recruit and train baby boomers
to greatly expand itsexisting Library-in-Your-Mailbox
program for city residents who are homebound or who
have disabilities. The program, renamed Library-in-Your-
Mailbox-Plus, currently serves40 residents; theLibrary’s
goal isto increase this number to 250.

In order to offer expanded services and increase the
number of customers served, the Library-in-Your-Mail-
box-Plus program in seeking volunteersfor avariety of
positionsincluding a program coordinator and assi stant
coordinator to oversee the program, reader’s advisors to
select books and other materials, deliverersto bring
packaged library materialsto designated facilities, and
programmers who might enjoy reading aloud or running a
book discussion group at afacility.

If you are interested in learning more about this project,
please contact Ann Keefe at 263-6828, ext. 294 or
akeefe@springfieldlibrary.org.

Armoury-Ouadrangle Civie Association

AQCA Meseting
Thursday, April 19
7:00pm
Classical Condominiums
State Street

Please park in adjacent lot

The Sate Street Corridor
Alliance

Comelisten to an overview and an
update on this important aspect of
the economic development for the
city of Springfield.
Guest Speakers
Maureen Hayes
and
NicholasFyntrilakis

Save the Date!

* Thursday, May 17

The AQCA May meeting will be an

opportunity for you to see our

new office at the Kimball Towers.

Moreinformation will be
availableinthe
May newsletter.

*
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Community Police Sector E
Beat Team Meeting
April 4, 2007 at
the M acDuffie School
9:00am

Specia Guest will be Captain Foley
from the Springfield Police Department
who will beretiring
effectiveApril 30.
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AQCA BOARD

PRESIDENT
Michael Tuckey
mtuckeysr @verizon.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Robert Louder
dogman102@verizon.net

SECRETARY
Anna Brandenburg
abrandenburg@springfieldlibrary.org

TREASURER
Gerry Enright
734-8222

PROGRAM
Robert Holbrook
dogman102@verizon.net

MEMBERSHIP
Irwin Deutsch
ideutsch@prodigy.net

NEWSLETTER
Dianne Little
info@122chestnut.com

COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT
Carol Costa
Carolonmac@aol.com

140 Chestnut Street
Springfield, MA 01103
747-1830

Our new email address will
be announced next month.
In the meantime, you may email
any member of
the AQCA Board

Check us out on the web at:
www.aqgcaspringfield.org

The Armoury-Quadrangle
Civic Association
newsletter is published once a month.

President’s L etter

The Bones of Greatness
Michael Tuckey

“We celebrate the past to awaken the future.”
“Qur problems are man-made; therefore they can be solved by man”

“Man can be as big as he wants. No problem of human destiny is beyond
human beings. Man’s reason and spirit have often solved the seem-
ingly unsolvable, and we believe they can do it again.”

(These quotes are all from President John F. Kennedy. References to the
“male,” | believe, are signs of an earlier time and not meant to exclude
women. | certainly don’t)

The Armoury Quadrangle Neighborhood is faced with atremendous opportu-
nity. As| have said many times, we have “the bones of greatness!” Over the
last few years, we have climbed some mountains:

¢ Springfield hasfinally received the attention we needed from our absent state
government. It certainly may have been for negative reasons but, despite the
reason, we' |l take the long overdue attention.

¢ \We have begun to get our financial house in order.

¢ \We have started to restructure our city government and its departments to
create amore efficient, responsive, and relevant city government.

¢ We have begun the “ Keep Springfield Beautiful” campaign to create a more
livable and attractive environment.

We have created an environment supportive of change and capable of respond-
ing toinitiativesfor abetter Springfield

Earlier thismonth, the study performed by and the recommendation made by
TheUrban Land Institute wasreleased. Thisisnot simply “another study.”
I T ISAN OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE A BETTER CITY!

This study offers us observations of circumstances of which wewere all prob-
ably aware but this study offers usthree maor benefits: the analysis of those
problems; suggestions for change; and support and advise for those changes.
THE ONLY MISSING PIECE ISYOU!

Thisinitiative offers our neighborhood a unique opportunity. It includes a
specific suggestion for the revitalization of the Apremont Triangle commercial
areain the heart of THE ARMOURY QUADRANGLE NEIGHBORHOOD. But, when |
discuss my enthusiasm for the future and my excitement for the opportunity, |
am frequently met with responses such as, “ Another study, so what. Nothing is
ever done, anyway.” My questionis: Nothing isever done by whom? Weare
Springfield. We create our own future.
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The View from City Hall
Bruce Stebbins, Member of the Springfield City Council

City Council EndorsesPreserveAmerica

Working with Michael Quijano from the Armory National
Historic Site, | was pleased to sponsor aresolution for the
council to approve that will allow Springfield to apply for
designation as a Preserve Americacommunity. Preserve
Americaisafedera program administered by several depart-
ments and agencies that helps provide resources and grantsto
community primarily for historic programming needs. | was
pleased to have representatives from the Springfield Preserva-
tion Trust there aswell to speak on behalf of the resolution.
“The program recognizes and designates communitiesthat
protect and celebrate their heritage, use their historic assets for
economic devel opment and community revitalization, and
encourage peopl e to experience and appreciate local historic
resources through education and heritage tourism programs.”
Once we are approved, organizations throughout our commu-
nity will be ableto apply for grants. In addition, Preserve
Americacommunitiesare ableto position themselvesmore
favorably when they apply for Save America's Treasures grants
that can help fund “bricks and mortar” projects.

Ward Representation

Theward representation lawsuit started with opening testimony
by the plaintiffs before Judge Michael Ponsor. After hearing the
plaintiff’s case, it was decided that the case be suspended until
action can be taken on the Home Rule petition filed by the
mayor with support from the city council. The petition asks
that the city create an 8 ward (there are 8 existing wards) and 5
at-large seat council seats. | supported this measure primarily
because| feel Springfield’s neighborhoods should have at | east
one voice on the council that will be accountableto that neigh-
borhood and the voters. We now await action by the legislature
and Governor before the measure can come back before Spring-
field votersto approve the new plan.

The Simpsons Cometo Springfield

Mayor Ryan’s staff has working with several organizations and
business leaders to submit a marketing proposal to the creators
and producers of “The Simpsons’, who are planning a opening
night screening of their feature length movie. Though the
Springfield depicted in the cartoon program in no way mirrors
our proud city, | would certainly welcome the national attention
for themovie' spremiere.

JHNI

ULI Report

| joined several of my council colleagues, Mayor Ryan,
Chief Development Officer David Panagore and business
officialsto unveil the Urban Land Institute plan for Spring-
field. The contributions, public comment and input for this
plan came from acrossthe city. The plan highlighted the
emphasis and focus that needs to be placed on the down-
town neighborhoods. The ULI panel, which visited Spring-
field last fall, clearly stated that no large city can be
successful without a strong and vibrant downtown. | could
not agree more. 1f our downtown community is not strong,
it will only be amatter of time before the rest of the city
fails. Aschair of the city council Finance Committee, |
will be asking city department heads during our next few
weeks of Fiscal Year 08 budget hearings how their
department’s budget reflect the priorities of the ULI plan.

Bottle Redemption Centers

The council tonight acted to require bottle redemption
centersto belocated within industrial zoned property and
require aspecial permit by the council. The Planning
Department recommended this zone change because they
believe these businesses should not belocated in commer-
cial businessdistricts. Thesefacilitiestend to utilize larger
buildingswith very few jobs. In building vibrant commer-
cial districts, they suggested to the council that these types
of business be sited elsewhere.

Once again, there are good things happening in Springfield
and | invite your comments. You can reach me by e-mail at
bstebbins2005@yahoo.com
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Keep Springfield Beautiful

On Saturday, April 7, “Keep Springfield Beautiful” be-
comes an affiliate of the national organization “Keep
America Beautiful” http://www.kab.org/

The Heep Umerica Beautiful
Utiliation Cortilicati
Harnen Sprague Cultural nts Center

Umerican Intexnational College
1000 State Street
Springfield MA 01109

Saturday, Ap1il 7, 2007
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Please join us te celelirate
Refreshuments will be senwved

Volunteer cleanup planned

Sunday Republican (Springfield, MA)

March 4, 2007

Author: MARY ELLEN LOWNEY; STAFF; Sunday
Republican (Springfield)

mlowney@repub.com

Springfield on April 28 will be the site of a major
spring cleaning with tons of trash coming out.

SPRINGFIELD - Saturday, April 28 - save the date.
Weather permitting, the day isdlated for amassive
citywide cleanup effort expected to break national
records for volunteerism.

"Thiscity will look alot better at the end of the day,”
promised Ivette E. Cruz, senior project manager of the
Keep Springfield Beautiful campaign, whichis
affiliated with the national group Keep America
Beautiful.

"Thisisagrassroots effort that will show everybody
that it’s our responsibility to keep our city clean. We

all have to make acontribution,” she said.

The Republican is highlighting the event as part of its
Quality of Lifeseriesonissuesaffecting living conditions

for city residents, including litter, junky lots, abandoned
houses, graffiti, vandalism, excessive noise and more.

The Springfield campaign is seeking volunteersto spend
April 28 picking up litter, clearing brush, moving junked
items, covering graffiti and putting apolish on all the major
doorways to the city.

"We're going to take out about 170 tons of trash that day,”
Cruz said.

More than 3,000 people, many of them city residents, are
expected to take to the streets that day. Among visitors
who have already signed up to help is Keep America Beau-
tiful President Raymond G. Empson, who will bring ateam
of cleanup expertsto help.

The effort isbeing sponsored by in-kind servicesand
donationsfrom severa key sponsors, including American
International College, where students have designed alogo
for the campaign, and spaceis given for the now-weekly
meetings that 30 key organizers hold.

Al C spokesman Craig Greenberg said the college’s contri-
butions add up to more than $60,000. Other key sponsors
are the MassMutual Financial Group, Baystate Health and
Balise Honda

Cruz said planners have divided the city into four quad-
rants, and there will be one volunteer captain heading up
each of those sections.

continued on page 5
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Keep Springfield Beautiful (continued)

The city’s Public Works Department has agreed to stay open
the entire day, and provide adriver and truck for each of the
17 neighborhoods to help with the cleanup effort.

Each of the 17 neighborhoods has identified two sitesin
need of cleanup for that day. Also, 10 streetsin each neigh-
borhood will be cleaned.

Baystate Health will bring volunteersto spruce up all major
entry points to the city and into neighborhoods, Cruz said.

Volunteers will also come from the four city colleges- AIC,
Springfield College, Springfield Technical Community
College, and Western New England College - aswell ascity

schools, where an educational program isunder way to raise

awareness of keeping communities clean. City employees
are expected to turn out in force.

Cruz said the event will also serve as a means to measure

the city’s“litter index.” That figure will be used as abase for

future cleanups, she said.

In addition to the citywide cleanup effort, the Keep Spring-
field Beautiful campaign will include amonth of activities,
including agraffiti cleanup during the entire second week.

Cruz said the city will be better for the effort.

" A clean city is so important to the quality of life and the
economic health of acommunity,” she said.

" People don’t have to read or hear anything. If they come to
acity and they seelitter and graffiti, that tellsastory. We're
going to do something about that,” she said.

Anyone interested in volunteering can call (413) 886-5044.

THE LUSTER ON THE PEARL
by Michael Tuckey

In any organization there are always those who
deserve attention for their outstanding contributions.
Sometimes these people are completely overlooked.
Sometimes the constraints of time cause the attention
to be given later than it should. Thismonth’sAQCA
member is aperson who has worked tirelessly, most
frequently unnoticed and sometimes under
appreciated.

| have only been with the Armoury-Quadrangle
Civic Association for about one year. Early onin my
membership, | recognized this person was a special
contributor. One Saturday, my brother, with whom |
live, went to Spring Street Drug store. When he
returned, he said he had just seen Wil Stebbins
sweeping and cleaning, by himself, apublic areaon
Pearl Street. | thought that thisis a person who puts
substance to his commitment to this neighborhood.
Sincethat time, | have found Wil does take these
actionsregularly. Heiscontinually in contact with city
leaders, apprising them of situations of concernin our
neighborhood. He has been instrumental inthecity’s
increased concern for the revitalization of our open
spaces and parks. He has kept the city constantly
aware of deteriorating and neglected buildings. He
devel oped relationshipswith influential peoplein
positions critical to the further redevel opment of a
neighborhood and, most importantly, these officials
respect his opinion and suggestions. Interestingly, Wil
doesn’t announce his accomplishments. He has
performed these activities quietly, without fanfare, and
without much recognition. But, we are a much better
and attractive neighborhood for his efforts.

Recently, | asked Wil to be our contact with Mary
Ayaaof the Keep Springfield Beautiful campaign.

continued on page 6
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Community Improvement Committee
Carol Costa, Chair

It's been awhile since we last met as a group to discuss
Community Improvements. But the holidays arelong gone,
and spring isarriving. So now it'stimeto get to work.
There arelots of exciting opportunitiesfor usright now in
this neighborhood, but there isalso agreat deal of work to
be done.

NEXT MEETING:
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 5:30 PM

Classical Condominiums, 235 State Strect

Brian Connorsfrom the Office of Economic Development,
will be briefing us on development plansfor the downtown
and our neighborhood, and he will identify waysthat we
can help with development efforts. Wewill provideinforma-
tion on the Police Department’ s reorgani zation and how it
will affect our neighborhood. We will also discussideasfor
improving the appearance of properties and green space,
lighting, and reuse of vacant buildings.

| hope you can attend. | will be distributing a survey to all
of you, asking you to identify problems as you see them.
Also on the survey, there will be an opportunity for you to
volunteer to help in different ways. Your choiceswill range
from attending different types of neighborhood or city
meetings, to reaching out to some business or property
owners, to helping with spring cleanup efforts, to making
phone calls, to enlisting new AQCA members, to working
on ideas for new development, or to simply agree to keep
your business or property clean and attractive. We need
youdll.

Right now our neighorhood isin theright place at the right
time. The City has made security and economic devel opment
top prioritiesin the downtown area. With the excitement
surrounding the new courthouse and the State Street Corridor
project, aswell as new initiatives to make the downtown a hub
of new development, we can finally look forward to improve-
ments that will stretch from Temple and High Streets, across to
Chestnut Street, the Apremont Triangle, and up to Byers
Street.

| promiseto make this meeting informative, productive, optimis-
tic, and efficient in terms of time. Wewill complete all business
NO LATER than 7 PM. Light refreshments will be available.

Pleaselet meknow by email or by phone
(636-9550) if you plan to attend.

And, surely, if you know anyone (resident or business person or
property owner) in the neighborhood who you think would be a
good addition to our Community Improvementsefforts, please
bring them, too!

Thetimeisright to get ideas moving and action happening.
Again, the meeting is scheduled for —

Wednesday, April 4,5:30 PM
Classical Condominiums, 235 State Street

(Pleasepark in theadjacent Quadranglelot)

THE LUSTER ON THE PEARL (continued)

There could be no better representative of AQCA | am
certain. Mary and Wil will be seeking volunteersfor
this program and it seems to me to be more rewarding
to volunteer to work with a person who is committed
to the goal. If you choose to work with Wil, be aware
of what you are doing, what Springfield is doing. What
Wil has been doing in AQCA for severa years now he
has been doing it at hisown expense and, largely,
without help.

Asaresident of the Armoury Quadrangle Civic
Association, | THANK YOU MR. WILL STEBBINS.
Asthe president of the Armoury Quadrangle Civic
Association, | request that al residentsjoin mein
extending to WIL STEBBINS our gratitude for his
selfless efforts to make our neighborhood the beautiful
placeitis. WIL STEBBINS, you truly put the LUSTER
ON OUR PEARL!
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The Bones of Greatness (continued)

| expect to work to insure that the suggestionsin this
study are implemented and that The Armoury Quad-
rangle Neighborhood getsitsfair share of those im-
provements.

THE ARMOURY-QUADRANGLE Civic AssociATION has been
gifted with the participation of some very tireless workers
who givetheir time, energy and, sometimes, their finances
to make this a better neighborhood. Some of these good-
hearted folks commit themselves to other projects and
organizations to better our general quality of life. | am
trying to shine the light of gratitude on just afew of these
people every month, but we could use your assistance.
Membership isopen to all our residents and businesses
and your participation is welcome and encouraged.

Of all the great advice | have read and received, my
Father, Mother, and Grandmother imparted the most
important to me. | am achild of the 1960’'s. As some
of you understand, | was conditioned early on to
complain about the state of thingsin theworld (in all
of my youthful wisdom). These three great advisors
told me, at different timesand in different situations;
“Those people who are of benefit generally are
those who see a problem and work to affect
change.”

Will you please help usto affect change? We need
your help and my grandmother would be so
pleased!

ONE BOOK, ONE SPRINGFIELD PLANNED FOR APRIL
Library kicks off three-week program starting April 2nd

The Springfield City Library isexcited to announce the
2007 One Book, One Springfield community-reading
program. Thisyear’s selection is the award-winning book,
Tuesdays With Morrie, by Mitch Albom. The program
lasts three weeks and kicks off April 2nd with an open-
ing event at 6:00 pm at the Central Library, located at
220 State Street in Springfield.

Now initsthird year, One Book, One Springfield isan
annual citywide reading and discussion program that
promotes the value of reading by recommending a com-
pelling book that links the community in acommon
conversation. One Book, One Springfield aimsto encour-
age dialogue about a particular book, but also fosters
lifelong learning and the devel opment of a strong commu-
nity identity. It isthe largest adult program offered by the

Library.

“Springfield City Library islooking forward to this event
and we hope arearesidents of all agesjoinin the discus-
sions of Tuesdayswith Morrie,” said Linda Grodofsky,
One Book, One Springfield program coordinator. “ The
themes in the book — appreciating our elders, engagingin
the mentoring process, attempting to preserve memories
and historical events, and adopting alifestyle that helpsus
live aheathy and meaningful life - contributeto ahealthy
and vibrant community.”

April 2007 »

One Book, One Springfield features numerous events
throughout the three-week period including book
discussion groupsin English, Spanish and Russian,
Tuesdays Wth Morrie movie screenings, ageneal ogy
lecture, workshops on scrapbooking and oral history,
and more. Most programs are geared toward adult
readers, although some of the programs will attract,
and are open to, children as young as eight.

Tuesdays With Morrie spent more than four years on
the New York Times bestsellerslist. It isamagical
account of the relationship between a student and his
former professor. It chroniclestheir time together,
through which Mitch sharesMorrie’slasting gift with
the world. The book was later turned into a made-for-
television movie, garnering numerous awards from the
Screen Actors Guild, the Directors Guild of America,
and the Broadcast Film Critics Association.

For more information about One Book, One Spring-
field call 263-6828 x 213 or visit the Library’sWeb
site at_http://www.springfieldlibrary.org/onebook.html
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