AQCA Monthly Membership Meeting Minutes 

 February 15, 2007, Museum Park (70 Chestnut St.)


Guest Speakers:

Michelle Miller, Sunset Properties

Jack Hess, local historian and author

I. Opening Remarks

Mike Tuckey, incoming AQCA President, opened the meeting.

· introduction of incoming other incoming officers: Robert Louder (Vice President), Anna Brandenburg (Secretary), and Gerry Enright (Treasurer, not present). 

· Incoming Chair of the Program Committee: Bob Holbrook.  

· Irwin Deutsch will remain as Chair of the Membership Committee, and Carol Costa will remain as chair of the Community Improvements Committee.

· Mike invited people to read his comments about his vision for downtown Springfield on Heather Brandon’s blog, Urban Compass, February 13.  

II.  Guest Speaker Michelle Miller, Sunset Properties

Michelle spoke about her company’s development of the properties at 222-226 Pearl St., “Pearl Street Condos.”  They have completed a sample unit which will be open for viewing on Saturday, Feb., 17 from 2-4 (or by appointment).  The condos are being marketing as “affordable luxury” and starting pre-construction prices are $99,000 - $114,000. The condo fee will be $275/month, which includes heat and hot water.  Over 30 surveillance cameras have been installed on the property, and the grounds have been gated.  Michelle assured the association that her company will be selling primarily to owner occupants, and that a “very high” percentage of required owner-occupancy will be written into the condo by-laws.  More details about the units can be viewed at www.pearlstreetluxurycondos.com.

III.  Guest Speaker Jack Hess, local historian

Jack gave us a chronological overview of the automotive history of Springfield, starting with Thomas Blanchard in 1840, James Ballard’s “steam car,” and the Duryea Brothers’ 1890 gas engine. He talked about how the arrival of the Waltham Watch and Tool Company fueled the expansion of the Winchester Sq. area.  One of Jack’s main areas of research has been on the Knox Automobile Company, which had a plant at the old Indian building, and which turned out high-quality fire trucks from about 1900-1920.  1920 was when Rolls Royce rolled into town, attracted by the pool of talent which had been laid off from the Springfield Armory.  

Jack has authored several books on local history, including 2 on the Knox Automobile, and is president of the Knox Automobile Club (they’re down to about 50 members worldwide).  He and his wife have motored all over in his vintage cars.

IV.  Other Announcements

Orlando Santiago (Zone Captain, Keep Springfield Beautiful) made a short presentation about the plans for a city-wide clean-up / beautification project this April.  Springfield will reportedly be featured as a “poster city” by the national organization Keep America Beautiful (“the nation’s largest community improvement network” www.kab.org/).  Orlando stressed the importance of getting involved with the activities this April; they are hoping to recruit over 3,000 volunteers in the city.

AQCA member Judy Yeh encouraged us to check out the Brahms Requiem, being performed by the Springfield Symphony Chorus, at Symphony Hall - Saturday March 3 at 8 pm.  Ticket prices range from $10 - $54.

